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A database is a collection of data that are organized in a specific manner, requiring
significant effort and investment to create. The intellectual property system may or may
not provide support for the content of the database. However, what truly matters is the
form of the database, which entails costs, effort, and sometimes even creativity. Now the
question arising here is whether the arrangement and the selection of databases can be
protected under intellectual property rights, particularly in Iranian Law. In certain
countries, important judicial opinions have denied legal protection for databases lacking
creativity, while others have recognized and supported the form which databases is
selected and arrenged. In Iranian legal system, the protection for databases is only
stipulated, but the method of providing this protection remains unclear. Based on various
judicial and doctorinal opinions and existing regulations, a specific approach for
supporting this type of database can be proposed.
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The copyright protection of databases provided for by this Directive shall not extend to their
contents and shall be without prejudice to any rights subsisting in those contents themselves.
2. Rohdaten (de)
3. Dreier & Meyer-van Raay, Handbuch des Technikrecht,S. 829
4. Davison, The Legal Protection of Databases,p. 70
5. Davison, p. 72
6. Davison, p. 70
7. Collections of literary or artistic works such as encyclopedias and anthologies which, by
reason of the selection and arrangement of their contents, constitute intellectual creations
shall be protected as such, without prejudice to the copyright in each of the works forming
part of such collections.
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1. DIRECTIVE 96191EC OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL
of 11 March 1996 on the legal protection of databases

2. For the purposes of this Directive, 'database' shall mean a collection of independent works,
data or other materials arranged in a systematic or methodical way and individually
accessible by electronic or other means.
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1. Wipo, Wipo Intellectual Property Handbook,no. 7.35

2. Wipo, no. 7.36

3. Compilations of data or other material, whether in machine readable or other form, which
by reason of the selection or arrangement of their contents constitute intellectual creations
shall be protected as such. Such protection, which shall not extend to the data or material
itself, shall be without prejudice to any copyright subsisting in the data or material itself.

4. Wipo, no. 7.37

5. Compilations of data or other material, in any form, which by reason of the selection or
arrangement of their contents constitute intellectual creations, are protected as such. This
protection does not extend to the data or the material itself and is without prejudice to any
copyright subsisting in the data or material contained in the compilation.

6. WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT)
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1. Wipo, no. 7.38
2. This Directive concerns the legal protection of databases in any form.
3. Davison, p. 10
4. Davison, p. 12
5. Davison, p. 12
6. Davison, p. 84
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