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With the rapid advancement of artificial intelligence technologies and their capacity
to generate literary, artistic, and scientific works, the traditional boundaries of
human creativity and authorship have been profoundly challenged. Historically, the
concept of the “author” was defined in relation to inherently human attributes such
as volition, consciousness, and creativity, with the resulting work regarded as a
reflection of the creator’s personality. However, the emergence of intelligent
systems capable of producing novel and original works without direct human
intervention has raised fundamental questions concerning the conceptual and legal
foundations of authorship within intellectual property systems. The necessity of
examining this issue stems from the fact that existing intellectual property rules were
established in an era when creativity was presumed to be exclusively human-
centered. The objective of this research is to delineate the scope and limitations of
authorship in light of developments in artificial intelligence and to propose pathways
for legal systems to adapt to this evolving phenomenon. The central inquiry is
whether works autonomously generated by artificial intelligence, absent human
volition, can be afforded legal protection, and if so, who should be recognized as the
rightful owner of such works. Employing an analytical-comparative methodology,
this study examines the theoretical foundations of authorship and evaluates diverse
legal systems, including that of Iran. The findings suggest that legal systems are
compelled to reconsider the notion of the author and to establish new frameworks
capable of safeguarding creativity in the age of artificial intelligence.
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