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Abstract

The expansion of online platforms and Internet intermediaries in e-commerce, social
networks, and digital services has transformed the traditional structure of intellectual
property protection and has made the issue of their liability for intellectual property

Received: infringement one of the major challenges of information technology law and contemporary
10/03/2026  criminal policy. In Iranian law, although statutes such as the 2003 E-Commerce Act, the
Revised: 2009 Computer Crimes Act, and the 2024 Industrial Property Protection Act have addressed
08/05/2026 this issue in an incoherent manner, there is still no clear framework for determining the scope
Accepted: of criminal liability of online platforms and intermediaries. Accordingly, this study aims to
11/06/2026 clarify the legal status of online platforms and examine the possibility and limits of
Published attributing criminal liability to them for intellectual property infringements. It aims to
online: answer the main question of to what extent the Iranian legal system possesses the necessary
30/06/2026 capacity to regulate the criminal liability of these digital intermediaries. This research adopts
a descriptive—analytical method and is based on library resources, statutory laws, and Iranian
legal doctrine. The findings showed that although Iranian law implicitly recognizes the
possibility of attributing criminal liability to platforms through general rules of complicity,
aiding and abetting, and corporate criminal liability, the absence of clear criteria regarding
knowledge, active role, degree of control, and duty to act has undermined its effectiveness
and predictability. Consequently, the criminal liability of platforms in Iranian law remains
largely case-based and fragmented and has not yet been institutionalized as a coherent and
operational legal regime.
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