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The digital environment, notwithstanding its considerable benefits for communication and
information dissemination, has generated a range of novel human-rights challenges.
Manifestations of these challenges, most notably privacy intrusions, constraints on freedom
of expression, and algorithmic discrimination demonstrate the structure for legal regimes to
adapt promptly and effectively to the complex realities of cyberspace. Security based
approaches frequently restrict fundamental freedoms rather than preserve them. It is
essential to develop calibrated and proportionate legal mechanisms that protect citizens’
rights online. Such mechanisms must enable robust enforcement against cybercrime while
simultaneously preserving a safe, open, and dynamic digital environment. A comprehensive
regulatory approach that foregrounds both preventive and protective measures is necessary
to ensure that technological tools do not become instruments for the erosion of fundamental
rights. Striking a sustainable balance between public security and human dignity should
inform future policy development in this area. The rise of new information technologies and
the expansion of digital platforms have also created significant intellectual-property
challenges, particularly in jurisdictions such as that of Malaysia. The widespread online
copyright infringement and trademark misuse indicates that existing legal frameworks are
increasingly inadequate. Legislative and regulatory reform is therefore required to secure
the rights of creators and right-holders in the digital sphere while preserving reasonable
public access to knowledge and information.
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1. https://www.nst.com.my.

2. Movement Control Order (MCO).

3. Conditional Movement Control Order (CMCO).

4. Copyright (Amendment) Act 2022 ('The Amendment Act').
5. Malaysian Communications and Multimedia Commission.
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