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A persistent challenge regarding crimes and misconduct against academic research in Iran
is the increasing prevalence of practices such as plagiarism, data fabrication and
manipulation, and informal markets for producing scholarly works, alongside the relative
inefficiency of detection, prevention, and criminal or disciplinary response mechanisms.
This situation poses a structural threat to the integrity and credibility of the scientific system.
The importance of this study lies in moving beyond purely descriptive approaches to provide
a multi-level criminological explanation of the phenomenon and to propose a framework for
restructuring Iran’s criminal policy at legislative, judicial, and executive levels. According
to the main hypothesis, crimes against academic research arise less from individual deviance
than from the interaction of structural factors (quantitative pressures in academic evaluation
systems), organizational factors (weak university oversight), and opportunity-based factors
(deficiencies in detection and control tools). Therefore, an effective criminal policy requires
a shift from a purely punitive approach to a combined preventive—restorative model. This
research adopts a descriptive-analytical and interdisciplinary approach, based on
documentary analysis of relevant laws and regulations and informed by selected
criminological theories. The findings show that regulatory fragmentation, weaknesses in the
certainty and timeliness of responses, and the dominance of quantitative evaluation metrics
create conditions for the reproduction of these crimes, while situational and cultural
prevention tools remain underutilized. Accordingly, reform requires legislative
harmonization and stronger enforcement mechanisms, improved judicial specialization and
efficiency, and, at the executive level, the implementation of intelligent detection systems,
mandatory research ethics training, and the redesign of academic evaluation systems with
an emphasis on research quality and integrity.
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